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tolls and local exactions such as ordinary charters specify.
They have also their separate franchises secured, and their
weekly courts. But they have not yet the character of a
perpetual corporation or communa, and thus, although posses-
sing by virtue of their associations in guilds, of their several
franchises, of their feudal courts, and of their shire organiza-
tion under the sheriff, many elements of strength, consolidation,
and independence, they have not a compact organization as
a municipal body. The city is an accumulation of distinct
and different corporate bodies, but not yet aperf ect municipality,
nor, although it was recognized in the reign of Stephen as
a communio, did it gain the legal status before the reign of
Richard I.1

Carta Civibus Londoniarum.

HENRICUS Dei gratia rex Anglorum, archiepiscopo Can-
tuariensi et episcopis et abbatibus, et comitibus et baronibus
et justitiariis et viceconiitibus et omnibus ndelibus suis,
Francis et Anglicis, totius Angliae, salutem. Sciatis me con-
cessisse, civibus meis Londoniarum, tenendum Middlesexe ad
firmam pro ccc. libris ad compotum, ipsis et haeredibus suis,
de me et haeredibus meis, ita quod ipsi cives ponent vicecomi-
tern qualem voluerint de se ipsis, et justitiam quemcunque vel
qualem voluerint de seipsis, ad custodiendum placita coronae
meae et eadem placitanda ; et nullus alius erit justitia super
ipsos homines Londoniarum. Et cives non placitabunt extra
muros civitatis pro ullo placito ; et sint quieti de scot et de
Danegildo et de murdre, et nullus eorum faciatbellum. Et si quis
civium de placitis coronae implacitatus fuerit, per sacramentum
quodjudicatumfuerit in civitate, sedisrationet homo Londonia-
rum. Et infra muros civitatis nullus hospitetur, neque de mea
familia neque de alia vi alicui hospitium liberetur. Et omnes
homines Londoniarum sint quieti et liberi, et omnes eorum res
et per totam Angliam et per portus maris, de theolonio et
passagio et lestagio et omnibus aliis consuetudinibus. Et

1 The date of the charter of Henry I is a problem. It is not later than
1133, since it was granted at Westminster and Henry was not in England
in i T 34 or 1135. It was not in force in 1130, when the Pipe Roll shows
us the Londoners paying a much larger ferm than the charter specifies.
Mr. Round therefore concludes that the charter is of later date than the
Pipe Roll, and this view is accepted by Dr. Lieberrnann.
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